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: SPECIAL REPORT

ARCHITECTURE IS THE NEWEST & OLDEST
HOST OF ARTISTIC EXPRESSION

CONTEMPORARY AND HISTORIC, NEW AND
OLD, CREATIVE EXPRESSICN IS WORKING
it way back into teday's architectural
landscape. “The modernist style from early
' lastcentisry was 1o stip all the arnament
off the buildings. We're looking to turn the clock backa bit
i @ modern way,” siys |ay Brotman, AIA, partier, Svigals

+ Partners (svigals, comj, New Haven, Conn. “We are gaing
back 1o a time when peeple could express themselves on

COLUMBUS FAMILY ACAD
the building—we're incerporating art as part of the archi-
[

As the masterming bebind the frm's art inarchitec:
ture, Barry Svigals designs and creates in collaboration with
other lacal and international artists to find the right forms
of artistic expression for his high-performance schools.

“lam inspired by sculpture in architecture, a centu-
ries-ald tradition, which can sefve as a Meamngfu! and
beautiful expression of the architecture,” says Svigals,
FAlA, partner, Svigals «Partners. "Figurative sculpture, in
particular, has the power to engage peaple inan intimate
relationship to their surroundings. It can bring to life the
purpose and meaning of a building, enhancing its service
to functional needs. Today, perhaps mare tham ever, we
need this reminder of aur humanity,”

Syigals finds that sculpture, both integrated into the
buildjl\g‘i bricks and [leﬁ\.]ndlﬂg_ isthe best art medium
for a building’s exteriorwalls because its physical presence
can be blendid and incarporated easier into the thape
ofthe structure. Fiberglass, cut matal and cement and
rmasonry are all ideal matesials for exterior use as well. On
the inside of a building, paintings and murals can either be
hung an ar directly decorated ante te walls, white loor-
g orwindaw filmwith die-cut shapes can also be used to
create an inlegrated image.
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COLUMBUS FAMILY ACADEMY

Designed by Swigals « Partners, the
Celumbus Family Academy in New Haven,
Conn,, applied these mediums to its

5= building-wide theme of "ereative discev-
ery” Highlighting this thema is the publicly commissianed
representation of Rodrigs deTriana, a sailar on La Pinta
inthefamous expeditien led by Christopher Columbus in
1492, resting a top the schools main entrance. The imagery
created for each of the school's brick facades represents
the EArths north, south, east and west winds during
Columbus voyage tothe New World, while his three

Sl\ips and the winds are Expfl:ﬂ:d withinthe school's
mausdticelored brick tapestries, A map onthe school's labby
floor depicts the narthern hemisphare’s constellation on
Cctaber 12th, Calumbus Day. To maximize teaching oppar-
unities, Svigals » Partners developed a 12-page educa-
tional manualwith lessons for including the building's art
intothe classroom curriculum.
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LN, BEECHER SCHOOL
T illustrate the “active learning” theme chosen by the LIAL
Beecher School of Mew Haven, Conn, Svigals + Partners
nandcrafted @ S00-{t-long frieze made from %-in. brushed
alurminum, featuring mere than 300 figures dancing in the.
sunlight’s reflection off the jagged red cliff's of nearby West
feack ftidge State Bark. An B-ft -high steel sculpture at the
building's entrance supparts the schoal's canopy. while five
kinetic mabiles crafted by alocsl artist suspend from the
ceiling of the schaal's atrium. Characterized by hundreds
of lluttering, reflective panes, the molbiles are animated by
the building’s HWAC system and sundight entering through
the atrium's curLain wall.

Wihile many of teday's school projects may nat have
Fe0im in their budget far extras,” Bratman says incarpa-
rating art into a school’s architecture doesnt necessarily
add cost. "We aften use art to replace the elemnents of the
building themselves. sa the extra costs don't amount to
miuch,” saya Bratman, "For examale, we create bricks with
sculptured faces and sayings on them, The incremental
COSTE ane Minor if you plan ahead and iNCOrpOrate artinte
the building elements you already have ta provide”

ATLCan make a building beautiful, but can it be justi-
fied if it fails to serve a practical function within the facility
irself "Wie think functional can't be separated from the

i d for inspiration.” relays Brotman, “we
seeartas playing a functional rele in and of itsel[. Ome of
the functional roles it plays is inspiring teachers and stu-
dents togo beyond what they would namally do.”
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